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Course title: How to find things on your reading list 

Purpose - what study or research need will be met? 

This session is designed to help students find the books and journal articles they need quickly and easily, using library catalogues and the 
University's wide range of electronic resources. 

Target audience 

New undergraduates and taught masters students; also suitable for undergraduates moving into independent research, newcomers to the library  

Learning outcome(s) - what will participants know or be able to do by the end of the session? 

 understand reading list structure and purpose 
 know how to critically evaluate a reading list  
 understand the various material formats and know where to search for what 
 recognise and reconstruct incomplete references  

ANCIL learning bands 

Practical skill  

 Familiarity with catalogue searching and results handling 

 Strategic (skim) reading  

Subject context  

 Enhanced awareness of range and variety of material available on a given topic - compare expectations vs. reality 

 Awareness of existence of subject-specific e-resources 

Advanced information-handling 

 Critically evaluating the reading list as a tool (a form of results list) 

 Identifying and applying key value criteria - choosing where to start 

Learning to learn 

 Considering how to deploy critical evalution to prioritize material in other situations  

 Awareness of the need to critically evaluate the reading list as a resource  

 



Practicalities 

Format and duration of session 

One-hour slide-based talk/demo with hands-on practical elements and group work 

Venue layout 

Computer room (would work better in café style layout with laptops …) 

Equipment  

PC and projector, live internet; participant PCs 

 

Content 

Materials 

Slides (http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/courses/Documentation/reading_lists_2011.pptx) 

Handout (http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/courses/Documentation/rdg_list_MT11.pdf) 

LibrarySearch guide (http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/courses/Documentation/ABRbeta.pdf) 

Active and reflective components  - what will the participants do to reinforce or explore what they learn? 

 Hands-on 5-minute activities: 1. prioritise your reading list; 2. find your material; 3. skim-read an article 

 Reflection - final 5 minutes of session: write yourself a postcard (internal address only!) listing three things you want to take away from 
today’s class (presenter to send after 1 week) 

Assessment and feedback mechanism - formative and/or summative 

>> Need to build in formative peer assessment element through groupwork activities, self-assessment through reflection 

 

The institutional picture 

Which ANCIL strands are represented in the session content?  

3: Academic literacies - strategic reading 

4: Mapping the info landscape - getting to know the main scholarly formats and some of the key resources  

Where does this session dovetail with other provision in the University? 

GDP speed reading classes (skills focus) 

Some College provision on reading lists as part of study skills intro days 

Precursor to RSP session on ‘How to do a literature search’ 

Skim-reading exercise forms basis of first half of ‘Academic reading and writing’ - need to establish how far to overlap 

 


